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which even oppression and bad example have failed to banish. The meaner vices of deceit and falsehood, which the delineators of national*character attach to the Asiatic without distinction, I deny to be universal with the Rajputs, though some tribes may have been obliged from position to use these shields of the weak against continuous oppression." l The women prized martial courage no less than the men : they would hear with equanimity of the death of their sons or husbands in the battlefield, while they heaped scorn and contumely on those who returned after defeat. They were constantly ready to sacrifice themselves to the flames rather than fall into the hands of a conqueror; and the Johar, the final act of a besieged garrison, when the women threw themselves into the furnace, while the men sallied forth to die in battle against the enemy, is recorded again and again in Rajput annals. Three times was this tragedy enacted at the fall of Chitor, formerly the capital fortress of the Sesodia clan ; and the following vivid account is given by Colonel Tod of a similar deed at Jaisalmer, when the town fell to the Muhammadans:2 " The chiefs were assembled ; all were unanimous to make Jaisalmer resplendent by their deeds and preserve the honour of the Yadu race. Muhaj thus addressed them : (You are of a warlike race and strong are your arms in the cause of your prince; what heroes excel you who thus tread in the Chhatri's path ? For the maintenance of my honour the sword is in your hands ; let Jaisalmer be illumined by its blows upon the foe/ Having thus inspired the chiefs and men, Muhaj and Ratan repaired to the palace of their queens. They told them to take the sohag* and prepare to meet in heaven, while they gave up their lives in defence of their honour and their faith. Smiling the Rani replied, * This night we shall prepare, and by the morning's light we shall be inhabitants of heaven'; and thus it was with all the chiefs and their wives. The night was passed together for the last time in preparation for the awful morn. It came ; ablutions and prayers were finished and at the royal gate were convened children, wives and
1  Rajasthan, i. p. 552.                         milion on the bride before a wedding,
2  Vol. ii. p. 227.                                   which is believed to bring good for-
3  A   ceremony   of   smearing   ver-      tune.